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Dear Friends: 

Surprising as it may seem, it is now just over a year since we moved into our home at 82A 
Chiltern St.  It was on April 2, 2006 that the first SRF service was held in what had become our 
new centre.  So we would like to take this opportunity to celebrate with you this first annive r-
sary, to review changes that have taken place and to share news of our plans for the future. 
 
 
Humble Beginnings 

When we first took possession of the property 
there were just a few aging wooden chairs, an 
unsuitable platform d esign, very unreliable 
heating, a  desperate need to equip and 
decorate the premises, and literally make 
things work. At the same time, the òadvance 
partyó of devotees who started preparing the 
premises for occupation felt it was such a 
privilege to be there despite these shortcom-
ings:  a feeling that has been echoed by so 
many who have come since. 
 

 
There is saying in India that òHe who owns cow takes care of cow.ó  Well, we have certainly 
been learning a lot about òcow careó!  -  getting utilities connected and working, furniture and 
equipment in place, decorating, complying with a host of regul atory requirements, remedying a 
myriad snags and inconveniences and sharing tasks as best we can among the devotees. 
 

We appreciate deeply all the unselfish 
dedication and loving su pport that has 
made possible the improvements that we 
have seen in this past year.  This commit-
ment is vital, and those who have been able 
to assist have said how humbly grateful 
they are for the opport unity to serve our 
Guru in this way.  
 
 
Dedication Ceremony 

One of  the highlights of the year was   the   
dedication   ceremony   on  
November 19th by Bros Sevananda and 

Jayananda from Mother Center.  It was a 
joyous and blessed occasion, and we hope that even if you were not able to attend you will be 
able to share something of the love and fellow -feeling that we experience as members of our 
Guruõs family, as pictured below.  If you are not able to attend often, please feel welcome to 

Prepared for dedication ceremony 



visit, meditate and enjoy these premises with us whenever you can.  (Regular services are on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays; full details on our website, www.srf -london.org.uk.)  
 

As one devotee said:  òBeautiful churches are many but this one is so very special because it is 
not only a beautiful building but it is filled with the sweet dev otion and love of so many sincere 
devotees of our beloved Gurudeva, Paramahansa Yogananda. He must be so happy and proud. 
God and Gurus bless us all, that we may love Them and serve Them, more and more, with ever 
increasing love and joy.ó 
 
 

 
Devotees gathered with Bros Sevananda and Jayananda after dedication of new centre 

 

 

Future Plans 

We are also very pleased to be able to let you know that just recently we heard from Mother 
Center that certain legal matters have been resolved so we now have approval to engage a firm 
of architects to advise us on how we might best maximise the potential of the building for our 
Guruõs work.  Over the forthcoming months we will therefore be working together with Mother 
Center to select a firm (from a short list drawn up in read iness) to prepare a feasibility study.   
We shall then be able to share some proposals with you in more detail. 
 

Finally, although this will be a time of o utward challenges and opportunities as we go about 
our duties, we are fortunate to have these words of our Guru, that guide us with a few simple 
remarks to that balanced, God-centred, life he so encourages us to live:  ò The prime purpose of 
SRF temples and centers is to bring devotees together to seek God...to enable earnest aspirants 
to know Him through direct experience.ó  In the year to come may we each realize more deeply 
the fulfilment of this goal.  

 
 

If you would like to have further information on the project or explore ways in which you can help, please do not 
hesitate to contact Rowena Jackson on 07889 693963 or Pratibha Sachdev on 07900 686986. 


